Language and Terminology:
An introduction for Teachers

What is racism in school?

What does it look like?

Why is understanding language and terminology so important?

v’ Develop your own and your pupils awareness of, and sensitivity to, the
oppressive and discriminatory potential of language.

v’ Ensure students know what is acceptable and unacceptable and why.

v'You must acknowledge certain language and words are unacceptable
regardless of whether or not pupils’ intentionally use them to hurt, the
intent behind language doesn’t necessary alter the effect words can
have.

v It is your responsibility to challenge and report all use of racist
terminology, regardless of intent, following the ‘responding to and
reporting racism’ guidelines.




So, what terminology is acceptable and unacceptable?

Why? v'| Why?

Chinky

Historically used in a derogatory way to Black is a term that has been chosen by and is used by
separate and segregate black people. White black people. There are lots of rumours that cause
people decided this was the word that should people to feel uncomfortable about saying black,
be used to describe anybody who was not these rumours are untrue and as a descriptive term it
white, which may imply that to be white is is completely acceptable.
'normal’ or default.
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Derogatory terms to describe Gypsies or The terms Gypsy, Roma or Traveller may be
Travellers often used to describe someone who appropriate but proceed with caution as there are
is scruffy, creating negative associations with many different Gypsy and Traveller groups.
gypsies. Pikey derives from pike, which meant

to ‘go away from, to go on’ and related to the

words turnpike (toll-road) and pike-man (toll-

collector).

During the 1970s and 80s Britain was faced Pakistani is the correct term for the nationality of a
with a wave of racist violence. This included person from Pakistan. Pak means ‘pure’ in Urdu and
‘Paki-bashing’ gangs for whom ‘Paki’ meant any Persian and stan is the Persian word meaning ‘place
person who was presumed to be from South of’. Hence the name Pakistan means land of the pure.
Asia or of South Asian descent because of their The ‘i’ was added to ease pronunciation. People from
skin colour. People from different age groups an Asian background sometimes refer to themselves
and backgrounds were murdered or physically as ‘brown’, which is an acceptable descriptor, along
and verbally attacked. with the term Asian.
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